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Oikos Analysis: Denmead Parish

Introduction
This report presents the results of the Oikos Analysis for Denmead

the tool however as it is relatively ‘light touch’ compared with the

Parish, Hampshire. Oikos is an evidence base and analysis

background studies commissioned for local planning

specifically designed to identify and understand the interactions

further investigation is suggested in the case of 2-3 indicators.

between the natural, social and economic ‘capital’ (or assets) of a

The analysis offers planning-ready information for neighbourhood

place. It provides a snap-shot of what it present now rather than a

planning.

and

prediction of what capital might be present in the future.
The report is divided into three themes:

Natural,

Social

the

and Economic Capital. Each theme presents a base map, graphs

Denmead Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group which address

and interpretation together with local trends and comparisons

specific gaps in knowledge

where it is possible. The information may be used to inform and

The analysis covers

specific

indicators

and

can

agreed

with

contribute

to

the

neighbourhood planning evidence.

support the Steering Group’s draft policy proposals and housing
sites review.

OIkos provides a solid basis for developing neighbourhood planning
proposals in the context of local and national planning policy. Its

With thanks to the Denmead Parish Council and its steering group
for allowing us to pilot this new tool in their neighbourhood.

real strength is that it focuses on Denmead Parish and uses

Stuart Woodin and Maria Paez, URS

technical specialists to provide interpretation of evidence and
comment on the neighbourhood planning opportunities, challenges

Cover pictures:

and risks associated with a given indicator. There are limitations of

http://www.flickr.com/photos/vamoose627/2728903636/
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Oikos Analysis: Denmead Parish

Natural Capital: The land and its ecosystems
Introduction
Natural Capital covers the land and its ‘ecosystems’1 in terms of open space in both built up areas and open countryside. It focuses on the
functions and resources provided by nature based (but not necessarily natural) elements such as water, vegetation, landscapes and
habitats. These are increasingly seen as vital to the quality of life of people and natural habitats, providing a wide range of benefits as well
as space for new development, recreation and infrastructure.
Indicators focused on
The following indicators were chosen to complement existing knowledge and information already in the hands of or easily accessed
by Denmead’s Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group:






Picture:
1

N1.1 Denmead Parish and its landscape
N1.2 Potential goods and services derived from current site habitats
N2.1, N2.2 and N3.1 Open space, recreation, distribution and development particularly within village envelope (Denmead and Anthill)
N4.1 and N4.2 Current/potential noise sources and presence of any local noise criteria
N5.1 and 5.2 River systems, ground water and flood risk

http://www.flickr.com/photos/vamoose627/2728903636/

“Ecosystem services are the benefits provided by ecosystems that contribute to making human life both possible and worth living” UK National

Ecosystem Assessment.
4

LEGEND
Green Infrastructure
Denmead Gap
Site of Special
Scientific Interest
National Parks
Parish Boundaries
Woodland

Stream/Pond
National Trail

Copyright

Contains Ordnance Survey Data
© Crown Copyright and database right 2013.
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital map data
© Crown copyright 2013. All rights reserved.
Licence number 0100031673.
© Natural England material is reproduced with the
permission of Natural England 2013.
© Winchester City Council 2013.

Revision Details

By
Check

Check
Date

Suffix

Purpose of Issue

Plot Date: 24 Jan 2013
File Name:I:\5004 - Information Systems\47060782_Oikos_Tool\ArcGIS\MXDs\Denmead Maps\Map N1.1 - Base map 1

Client

Project Title

OIKOS TOOL
DENMEAD PARISH
Drawing Title

BASE MAP 1 DENMEAD PARISH AND ITS
LANDSCAPE
Drawn

Checked

Approved

Date

JW

MP

SW

24/01/2013

URS Internal Project No.

Scale @ A3

47060782

1:25,000

This document has been prepared in accordance with the scope of URS' appointment with
its client and is subject to the terms of that appointment. URS accepts no liability for any
use of this document other than by its client and only for the purposes for which
it was prepared and provided. Only written dimensions shall be used.
© URS Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited

Base Map 1: Denmead Parish and its landscape

URS Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited
Scott House
Alençon Link, Basingstoke
Hampshire, RG21 7PP
Telephone (01256) 310200
Fax (01256) 310201
www.ursglobal.com

0

1

2
km

Drawing Number

Rev

MAP N1.1

N1.1 Denmead Parish and its landscape
Base Map (See Map N1.1 on page 4). It shows key natural features
including: Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), national parks,
woodland, fluvial systems, rights of way, contours and green
infrastructure. This map shows Denmead Parish relevant
information required for local planning decision processes.

N1.2 Potential goods and services derived
from current site habitats
Table 1 (on page 8): Goods and services from nature, which may be
affected or enhanced by potential developments in Denmead
Parish area, particularly the gap.
Introduction
This indicator is designed to provide a greater understanding of the
benefit of maintaining or improving the habitats and landscapes
across the Parish for residents, visitors and those working in the
parish. The indicator uses an ecosystem services analysis which
starts with a landscape character assessment to understand rural
character and strengths, the presence of 'special' landscape
characteristics and the benefits of preserving or enhancing current
landscape. The analysis focuses in particular on the Denmead Gap,
a strategic gap of mostly open countryside between the village and
Waterlooville which faces particular development pressures.
Why is this important for Denmead?
More informed decision making; evidence for investment in
habitats; identification of potential benefits for nature and for

society (economic and well-being). Ecosystem Services (See Table
1) are three categories of measurable benefits that Governments
are taking increasingly serious in terms of understanding
environmental impacts and services - many of which are hidden.
Potential goods and services from nature – checklist
Table 1 lists those goods and services (benefits) present and
provides a starting point for identification and discussion around
the likely goods and services provided by the current habitats that
exist in the Denmead Neighbourhood Plan Area. Many of these
benefits will be found throughout the parish, but the analysis
focuses on the Denmead Gap as an urban fringe area with potential
development pressures.
Habitats registered within the Denmead Neighbourhood Plan
area:
Traditional orchards, Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture,
Floodplain Grazing, Marsh, Lowland meadows, Ancient woodlands
(semi-natural or replanted), Woodland registered in National
Inventory of Woodland and Trees (including coniferous,
broadleaved and mixed).
Opportunities
The main opportunities of keeping the gap are:


Protecting the village's distinct identity



Understanding, maintaining and developing the valuable
ecosystem services identified in the gap



Creating new recreation opportunities (e.g. connecting up
and increasing rights of way through the area)
6



Helping to mitigate the increase in flood risk further down
water course affecting Southwick area

services identified in Table 1.



Farming: Loss of crop and livestock agriculture (pig)
production, loss of traditional orchards which may be of
cultural importance, loss of horse grazing paddocks, loss of
income for farmers in area, and disruption to traditional
land use

Sources:
UK National Ecosystem Assessment (NEA) Synthesis Report
Habitat inventories: www.magic.gov.uk



Recreation and Tourism: Loss of dog walking areas, 2
country walks, fishing lakes and potential closure / impact
on golf course



Landscape quality: Development may permanently detract
from the aesthetic value of the natural landscape



Flood risk management: Development on a flood plain is
likely to increase the damages of any floods. The use
of impermeable surfaces in new development is likely
to increase the level of surface runoff and thereby increase
the risks of flood events.

Challenges
 Pollution, noise and access requirements of small
commercial undertakings in gap that wish to be encouraged
and fewer planning restrictions allowing more existing
homes to extend.


Further data is required to identify and prioritise ecosystem
goods and services in the area in terms of habitat types,
local population, activities, tourism and businesses located
in gap.

Risks
The principal risk that further developments in the gap area will
lead a reduction or dissappearance of the priority ecosystem
7

Table 1: Potential ecosystem services provided within the gap area and the priority services associated with them
Explanation

Regulation

Cultural

Provisioning

Ecosystem goods services
Crops

Gap area includes fields which could be used for growing crops and grazing and an area of traditional orchards. The potential loss of productive
agricultural land makes this a priority service.

Agriculture

Gap area includes area of grazing marsh which could be used by livestock as well as an area for pig production.

Fish

Streams and waterbodies on site could be used for recreational fishing although scale is likely to be small and other watercourses are available in the
area.

Trees/vegetation

Gap area includes an area of ancient and semi-natural woodland. These habitats are of national importance making this a priority service.

Water supply

Waterbodies and streams on site may be used for agricultural abstractions although use is unlikely to be significant.

Wild species
diversity

Area includes several habitat types, the loss of which may affect biodiversity, however, the habitats are replicated elsewhere and species are likely to
be able to use alternative areas. The gap links two developed areas so is unlikely to provide an important wildlife corridor (although check northsouth).

Recreationtourism

Area is used for dog walking and recreation activities such as golf. The potential loss of such opportunities makes this a priority service. The area is
used for horse stabling, training and trails.

Landscape quality

The gap makes up an important part of the aesthetics of the landscape. Development may permanently change the aesthetic quality of the landscape
meaning this is a priority service.

Education

Unlikely that the area is used for research / educational purposes. The National Park to the north and the Creech Woods to the west are more likely to
provide habitats / features of research / educational interest.

Climate regulation

The relatively small number of trees within the area means that the contribution to climate regulation (through sequestration and storage) is likely to
be minimal.

Hazard: Flood risk
management and
erosion control

—
—

Pollination

The area may provide habitat/food sources for pollinators such as bees although such habitat is likely to be replaceable. The impact could be more
significant if the traditional orchard is lost.

Noise

Unlikely to be any significant noise attenuation services provided in the area although the presently undeveloped nature of the gap may be valued for
providing relative peace and quiet to surrounding communities. Developing this area will reduce the amenity value to those who benefited from the
relatively low noise environment.

Detoxification and
purification:

—

—

Water
quality

—

—

Air quality

The gap area is a floodplain and any increase in impermeable surfaces due to development may increase the flood risk.
The area is unlikely to provide any significant protection from soil erosion.

Priorit
y










The floodplain and woodlands may play a role in water quality regulation for the stream running north-south through the gap although if use is
minimal this is not likely to be a priority service.
The relatively small number of trees within the area means that the impact of any development on air quality regulation is likely to be minimal.
Similar to noise regulation, any increase in population / housing and associated traffic will reduce air quality in the gap although the impact is
unlikely to be noticeable.
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N2.1 Open space and recreation
(Denmead and Anthill)
Introduction
To identify opportunities on provision of green space in Denmead,
we have consulted the NPPF open space policies and the Open
Space Strategy (background paper) (OSS) to the adopted
Winchester Distric Local Plan Review.
The OSS identified deficits and put forward proposals for
Winchester open sace improvements. We have identified other
local green areas not currently classified by the Winchester Council
but that can be considered in Denmead Neighbourhood Plan.
Presence of open recreational space, woodland and green ways are
shown in the Base Map 2 (page 10).
Table 2 Denmead’s play areas for children
Area

Hectar
es

Age group

Number of types
equipment

Ashling Park Play Areas*

1.3

All ages

10

The Barn

0.1

All ages

5

Creech view

0.1

6 months (toddler) – 5y

2

Hatchmore Road

0.8

All ages

4

Mill Close

0.03

All ages

1

Geranium Nurseries

0.03

All ages

No

Ashling Gardens

0.03
2.4

All ages

No

TOTAL

Children’s play areas include play equipment and unequiped areas
for children’s casual play. There are currently seven sites that are
formally defined as play areas in Denmead Parish. Table 2 shows
current play areas, size, age group and number of types

(not pieces) of equipment available. This information was
provided by local residents and the Clerk at Denmead Parish
Council.
 The Clerk at the Denmead Parish Council reported that
"Roman Green" area has been removed from the list of
play areas.


Creech Woods (Forestry Commission area) includes a
toddler play area and a climbing trail.



Denmead Parish Council:
o Has a skate park in the KGV Ashling Park.
o Has a play area policy that is inclusive for all ages.
o Will install an outdoor gym soon which will be aimed
at the older generation.
Play equipments are modular, so whilst there may be one
physical piece of equipment, it has multi elements to play.



The Fields in Trust (FIT) identify four categories of play area: LAP
(Local Areas for Play), LEAP (Local Equipped Areas for Play), LLAP
(Local Landscaped Areas for Play) and NEAP (Neighbourhood
Equipped Areas for Play). A brief description of these categories is
presented in the following Table 3.
Table 3: Fields in Trust categories of play areas
Type of
area

Walking time
(min) of home

Age group

LAP

1

6

LEAP

5

8

LLAP

5

Imaginatively
designed

NEAP

15

8 years old and
teenagers

Equipment
Low-key games or play with small
equipment.
5 items of play equipment.
Contoured using as far as possible
natural materials, not necessarily
play ‘equipment’
At least 8 types of play equipment.
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No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Site Name
Ashling Gardens
Ashling Park
Bere Road Green
Bridge Green
Chestnut Close
Creech View
Creech Woods
Denmead Cemetery
Denmead Gap
Denmead Infant School Private
Denmead Junior School Private
Denmead Lane Private Area

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LEGEND

Frenchies View
Geranium Nurseries
Hambledon Road Private Area
Harts Copse and High Wood
Hatchmore Road
Kidmore Field
Mill Close
Rookwood View
Southwark Road Green
The Barn
The liberty
Wayfarers Green
Goodman's Fields

Access
Bridleway
Footway
Path
Track
Wayfarers Walk

Green Infrastructure
Cemetary
Greenways
Private/Forestry Commission
woodlands
Private green area
Sports grounds
Children's play area
General use areas
Other general use areas that are
not part of the Winchester Open
Space Strategy (2012-2013)
Denmead Gap
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